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PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL FOR NEW APPLICATION 

37 C.F.R. §1.1 02(d) 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

It is requested that the referenced application for a METHOD FOR LIMITING 
MOVEMENT OF AN INFANT IN A PARTICULAR DIRECTION be given priority under 37 
C.F.R. §1. 102(d). The petition fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(h) is provided by the 
attached Credit Card Form PTO 2038. 

Included with this petition are the required statement of a pre-examination search, 
copies of the most closely related references, and detailed discussion of the references as 
required by MPEP §§708.02 VIII (C)-(E). 



Respectfully submitted, 




Date: January 19, 2005 



Ralph D. Chabot 
Reg. No. 39,133 



01/25/2005 PMEKONEN 00000071 10707148 

01 FC:1464 130.00 OP 



Docket No.: 6536-0301 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re application of: Renata Chabot 
Serial No.: 10/707,148 
Filed: November 24, 2003 

For: Method for limiting Movement of an Infant in a Particular Direction 
Group Art Unit: 3761 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION FOR PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL 

37 C.F.R. §1.1 02(d) 

1 . Pursuant to MPEP §708.02 VIII(C), Applicant's attorney, Ralph D. Chabot states 
that a pre-examination novelty search was requested of a professional searcher. 

The following is a listing of the field of search: 
5/417, 732; 1 28/846: and 256/ 1 

2. Pursuant to MPEP §§708.02 VIII(D), copies of the references deemed most 
closely related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims are provided; specifically, 
copies of five patents are provided: US Pat. No. 5,345,731; US Pat. No. 6,199,230; US 
Pat. No. 3,699,926; US Pat. No. 5,168,831; and, UK Patent Application GB 2303040. 
Each of the identified publications were previously submitted to the USPTO either by an 
IDS electronically filed 1 1/19/2004 or by an IDS mailed by applicant on 1 1/22/2004. 
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3. Pursuant to MPEP §§708.02 VII 1(E), the following is a detailed discussion of the 
references which particularly points out how the claimed subject matter is distinguishable 
over the references: 

Before discussing the references, a brief summation of the pending claims are 
provided. 

Claims 1-5 of the pending application are directed to a method for preventing 
movement of an infant in a particular direction. In general terms, the method comprises 
the placement of a barrier upon flooring. The barrier can comprise either a single strip 
having a plurality of low-profile upward extending sections or it can comprise a plurality of 
individual units configured on the flooring to collectively define a barrier. The upward 
extending sections do not have sharp edges that could injure an infant. In fact, the edges 
are designed so that the skin can not be punctured but yet may still cause temporary 
discomfort to an infant. The infant will quickly recognize that it can not cross the barrier 
without experiencing some uncomfortable feeling. 

The barrier, being low-profile, allows for the easy movement of adults and older 
children across the barrier while, because of the infant's physical limitation, the infant does 
not possess the sufficient length of stride necessary to step over the barrier. No gates or 
fences are necessary. The child is limited in movement since it can not cross the barrier 
yet he has the entire room to move about rather than being restricted within a small 
enclosure such as a playpen. 

The prior art references are now discussed: 

There were many references pertaining to restricting movement of young children. 
Two of these references are US Pat. No. 5,345,731 and US Pat. No. 6,199,230. US Pat. 



No. 5,345,731 discloses a baby walker barrier having barrier elements 10 configured to 
provide a positive means for stopping movement (Col.3, lines 33-36). US Pat. No. 
6,199,230 discloses a portable play mat having foam block walls on its perimeter. (Col 2, 
line 67). Neither of the aforementioned patents will restrict an infant once that infant 
obtains the ability to crawl and move. 

The closest reference in Applicant's opinion is US Pat. No. 5,168,831 which 
discloses a tacky-surface animal repeller that comprises a sheeting material coated on 
both sides with non-permanent adhesive. (Abstract). Animals, once touching the adhesive 
surface purportedly will be sufficiently discouraged from attempting to cross the sheeting 
material. 

Although this sheeting material is obviously low-profile, an adhesive surface may not 
serve as a deterrent to an infant. Further, over time, dust and other material will collect on 
the surface, reducing the effectiveness of the sheeting. 

By contrast, the barrier of the present invention utilizes low-profile upward extending 
members that will not puncture a infant's skin. 

Another prior art reference is US Pat. No. 3,699,926 which discloses a floor mat for 
animals having regularly distributed projections. (Abstract). However, one object of the 
invention is to provide a mat having a soft and flexible support to the feet or bodies of lying 
animals. (Col. 1, lines 31-35). By contrast, the present invention presents a barrier that 
discourages contact by an infant. 

The final cited reference is UK Patent Application GB 2303040A which discloses an 
animal deterrent mat. Disclosed is a pad with upwardly projecting cones which are 
strategically positioned along the pad surface and the pad placed under the surface of the 

3 



soil. An unsuspecting animal would contact the cones of the partially buried pad, feel 
discomfort and be deterred from entering the specific area of the garden in the future. 
(Page 1 ). By contrast, the present invention is in full view of the infant and the infant learns 
that the barrier is not to be crossed. 

CONCLUSION 

None of the cited references teach or disclose a method for preventing an infant or 
toddler from continuing movement in a particular direction utilizing a low-profile barrier 
which permits traversal by older children and adults. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: January 19, 2005 




Attorney for Applicant 
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(43) Date of A Publication 12.02.1997 
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(71) AppHcant(s) 
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22 Hitlcrest Ave, Aberaman, ABERDARE, 

Mid Glamorgan, CF44 6YH, United Kingdom 

(72) Inventor(s) 
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Keith Charles Phillips 
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(54) Animal deterrent mat 

(57) A deterrent mat 2 comprises cones 1 of various heights and holes 4 for fixing and drainage. The mat is 
used in the garden eg to prevent fouling. 
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ANT I FOULING PAD 



This invention relates to a anti fouling pad which prevents 
animals from entering garden confines and the like. 



The gardener has been plagued over the decades with the problems 
which arise through animals fouling and digging up the garden. 
The problem is further increased if new produce has been planted 
or the garden soil is fresh. The predicament causes concern for 
the gardener as such vegetables or plants cease to grow. 



The objective of the present invention is to provide an improved 
deterrent against animals entering particular areas of the 
garden . 



According to the present invention there is provided a pad with 
upwardly projecting cones which are strategically positioned 
along the pad surface. The pad would be placed under the surface 
of the soil revealing only the tip of the cone. When the animal 
walked across the pad discomfort would be felt, therefore 
deterring the animal from entering that specific area of the 
garden. 



A anti fouling pad according to the invention will now be 
described by way of example with reference to the accompanying 
drawing in which : 



FIGURE 1, is a perspective view of the anti fouling pad and; 

FIGURE 2, is a side elevation of this anti fouling pad of 

FIG 1. 



X 

. * 

With reference to the drawings, the anti fouling pad generally 
indicated 10 includes the surface area 2 of generally flat 
surface with upwardly projecting cones 1, which are positioned 
accordingly 3. The surface area 2 includes perforations 4, that 
allows water access to the soil and enables fixing to the ground 
by way of pins (not shown) since such pins are well known. 



The anti fouling pad 10 is so dimensioned and configured that, 
when an animal walks over the pad discomfort would be felt due 
to the upwardly projecting cones 1 on the animals paw. I 

must specify, the animal would not suffer any form of injury by 
walking over the pad. Through the positioning of the upwardly 
projecting cones 1 at intervals 3 the anti fouling pad 10 would 
cause the animals paw to spread out over the upwardly projecting 
cones 1, ensuring discomfort to the animal. 



It will be appreciated that the anti fouling pad 10 would be 
introduced to areas of the garden where such problems of fouling 
and digging up of soil occur. 
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CLAIMS 



1. A anti fouling pad comprising of a flat surface with upwardly 
projecting cones positioned strategically upon the pad surface 
with perforations allowing for drainage and fixing. 



2. A anti fouling pad as claimed in claim 1, in which the pad 
comprises of various different shapes and sizes. 



3. A anti fouling pad as claimed in claim 1 and claim 2, in 
which the upwardly projecting cones could vary in lengths. 



4. A anti fouling pad as claimed in claim 1 and claim 2, in 
which pins can be inserted to fasten pad to ground. 



5. A anti fouling pad as claimed in claim 1 and claim 2, in 

which the pad be constructed of various materials. 



6. A anti fouling pad substantially as herein described with 
reference to, and as shown in, the accompanying drawings. 
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